High school Video Production is governed by the same basic legal rights and responsibilities as in professional broadcasting. High school journalists have the right guaranteed in the First Amendment to free expression, insofar as broadcasted items may not contain slander or obscenity, invade the privacy of individuals, incite or violate the laws of copyright, or violate community standards of appropriateness.
In keeping with recent court interpretations of cases dealing with the high schools, it is understood that censorship, while not desirable, is legal in some cases; however it can be avoided through a commitment by the staff to excellence in reporting.
With the right to freedom of expression comes an obligation to the highest ideals of the broadcasting and journalistic professions. These include responsibility, independence, sincerity, truthfulness, accuracy, impartiality, fair play and decency. Good taste should be exercised in all content.
Stated generally, the goals of student broadcasts at Bethel Senior High School are to inform, entertain, interpret (through editorial commentary ), and provide a sounding board for ideas and opinions of students and faculty. In addition, it is understood that broadcasts are primarily designed to serve as a laboratory experience for students interested in learning the techniques of sound journalistic practice and improving their broadcast skills.
A. Broadcasts shall be free of profanity, vulgarity and words or images which have acquired undesirable meanings, as judged by the generally accepted standards of the community.
B. Broadcasts shall contain no statements or images derisive of any race, religion, sex or national origin.
C. Broadcasts shall show no disrespect for law enforcement nor the generally accepted ethics of the community.
D. Broadcasts shall not advocate illegal acts of any kind nor disruption of the school environment.
E. Broadcasts shall adhere to the 1987 Radio & Television News Directors Association code of ethics.
F. Broadcasts shall avoid editorial material which encourages cheating.
G. Broadcasts shall avoid naming or picturing students, faculty, or staff who have violated public law or school board policy. Broadcasts will furthermore refrain from publicizing names or images of individuals with AIDS or other personal illness without the written consent of the individual and in the case of a minor the written consent of the individual's parent or guardian.
H. Expressions of opinion in a broadcast on controversial subjects must be clearly identified as such by means of direct or indirect quotes or by means of an identity title graphic or credit.
I. To maintain independence and integrity, broadcasts shall not become involved in, or take sides with, any rivalries or jealousies within the school. No person or organization is to be permitted to use broadcasts to his or her own ends - be that a staff member, the adviser, a teacher, the administration, an organization, or someone outside the school.
J. Items which may be deemed by the adviser to be a violation of libel, slander, right to privacy, or copyright law will not be broadcast.
K. Promotion of illicit drugs, alcohol and tobacco will not be accepted nor will any music, photo or art work depicting the use of these products. The broadcasting staffs likewise reserve the right to refuse any advertising of a controversial nature including, but not limited to, advertisements for teen counseling services for contraception, pregnancy, abortion and homosexuality; cults or discriminatory organizations; or other issues which might cause division among the staff, the student body, the faculty, the school district or the community.
L. Students are expected to take an active interest in the events around them and, accordingly, there are no such things as "taboo" topics. Items of a controversial nature can be discussed by the entire staff and that group may render a decision about the item's suitability for broadcast, based upon strict adherence to the Broadcast Journalism guidelines set forth herein.
M. An error of fact in any broadcast will require a labeled statement of correction in the following broadcast or edition according to appropriate or feasible time and space limitations.
